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American sense of the term. We are aware that there are several
kinds of feminism prevalent in society. Their appellations deserve
notice. Liberal Feminism, Marxist Feminism, Socialist Feminism,
Radical Feminism, Cultural Feminism, and Humanist Feminism are
such varieties. The right to equality on the social and political planes
is the distinguishing feature of Liberal Feminism. The struggle for
.removal of economic disparities among men and women on the basis
of gender differences is the characteristic feature-of Marxist Feminism,
Incidentally it may be pointed out that these women adhering to that
philosophy entertain the ideal of a socialist society and subordinate
the women's struggle to the general struggle of the people for
improvement of society. The latter was considered as weakness
and to overcome it and rectify the defect Socialist Feminism was
visualised. But alas! it stuck to socialism. This was unacceptable
to many democratic-minded feminists for they were sure, that
socialism would lead to concentration of power in the areas of politics
and econommics. Naturally there was anxious concern and rethink-
ing. Ultimately cooperative common wealth was thought of as a
substitute for socialism. Moreover this new school of thought upholds
the autonomy of the Women's Movement. It stands four square
against all forms of social order which oppress women socially,
politically and economically. It opposes patriarchy. It fights sexual
oppression of women. In short, it culls out the positive aspects of
all the various forms of feminism and combines them into a composite
whole. Some thinkers would call it as 'Humanist Feminism1.

Feminists of this century are naturally reluctant to be content
with the tasks of encouraging women to go in for knitting or decoration
of homes, interior or exterior. They would rather instil a sense of
confidence among women. They intend to enthuse women to assert
their independent personalities through education in the real sense
of the term. Hence it is no wonder that they concentrate their attention
on bringing about a change in the mental make-up of women.
Resurgence in ideas usually leads to action and development.
Therefore philosophical or psychological revolution among women is
the sine qua non for development and progress of women. Let us
take up the issue of 'female sexuality and sexual freedom1 of women.
Many men feel incompetent to look at the problem in its proper
perspective. Even if some of them do consider themselves qualified
to tackle the problem they may not be able to grapple with it properly.
Only a woman imbued with the spirit of freedom of all aspects can
fully comprehend the way in which women approach the subject of
sexual freedom and suggest ways'and means of achieving it. Many